
 

 
  

 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 

 

1st February 2023 to 28th February 2023 

Local Theme: ‘Be Loud, Be Proud, Be Heard!’ 

National Theme: ‘Behind the Lens’ 

All staff are invited to attend any of the events taking place, please share with your 
colleagues too! 

 
Event info About the event 

 
How to join 

 

Polari: The 
Lost Language 
 
Fri 3rd February 
 
11.30am-
12.30pm 
Teams 

 
We welcome Professor of Linguistics, Paul Baker from 
Lancaster University who will tell the story of British LGBT+ 
history through the lens of Polari as well as reflecting on the ups 
and downs of researching this fascinating form of language over 
the last 25 years 
 
Polari was a form of language adopted chiefly by gay men in the 
first half of the 20th century as a way of self-protection and to 
express humour.  
 
In the 1960s it was popularized in the BBC radio comedy series 
Round the Horne by two camp characters called Julian and 
Sandy who used phrases like ‘Oh how bona to vada your dolly 
old eke!’ But by the 1970s it was seen as politically incorrect and 
silly and by the end of the century it had largely been 
abandoned.  
 
Paul will talk us through Polari’s 
historical roots and describes its 
linguistic nuts and bolts. He will outline 
the ways that it was used by its 
speakers, the reasons for its decline 
into obscurity and the ways that 
aspects of the language have been 
rediscovered and repurposed in recent 
decades. 
 
 
 
 

 
To book your 
place please 
email 
nuth.editeam
@nhs.net 
 

  

LGBT+ History Month 
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Handing on 
Our History - 
exhibition 
 
Exhibited at sites 
across the Trust 
throughout 
February 2023 
 
 

 
We are delighted to have the opportunity to display the 
exhibition ‘Handing on our History (ongoing)’ by artists Phyllis 
Christopher & Richard Bliss  
A project originally commissioned by Equal Arts. 
 

Handing on our History is an 
LGBTQIA+ history project 
collecting portraits and oral 
histories and includes those 
who were involved in the first 
North East Pride events. At 
Newcastle Hospitals we are 
proud to work with Northern 
Pride annually and strive to 
continue our work to champion 
the rights of LGBTQIA+ 
communities. This display has 
arisen through the proactive 

work of our staff Pride Network, supported through the Arts 
Programme and funded by Newcastle Hospitals Charity.    
The people featured in the exhibition include those who fought 

against discriminatory laws like Section 28 and campaigned for 

LGBT+ rights during the 1970s and 80s. It is an ongoing archive 

of people's experiences and memories here in the North East of 

England. The project is focused on social and political activists; 

however, it also includes stories about the family and private 

lives of people through these decades, giving insight to their 

lived experiences.   

This project aims to bring visibility to our LGBTQIA+ community 
at sites across Newcastle Hospitals, as well as giving our staff 
the chance to become part of history themselves by having their 
own portraits taken and stories recorded by the artists (see info 
below – 21st February) 
 

Further information can be found here: 
https://www.handingonourhistory.co.uk/ 

 
 

 
Locations: 
 
RVI – link 
corridor, New 
Vic Wing, 
Level 2 
  
Freeman - 
main lift lobby, 
Level 2* 
 
Communities 
venue (TBC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Subject to 
change 

 

 

Be Loud. 
Be Proud. Be 
Heard! 
 
Desert Island 
Discs 
2 x hour long 
programmes 
 
Throughout 
February  
Dates/Times TBC 
 
 

 
This LGBT+ History Month we have partnered with Pride Radio 
and Radio Tyneside to bring you an insight into the lives of  
Martin Wilson, Chief Operating Officer and Vicky McFarlane-
Reid, Executive Director for 
Business, Development and 
Enterprise at Newcastle 
Hospitals.  
 
They will be sharing with us, and 
audiences across the world, 
music that signifies pivotal 
moments in their lives 
throughout their LGBT+ journey  
 
 
 

 
Pride Radio 
89.2 FM & 
DAB 
 
Radio 
Tyneside 93.6 
FM, Listen on 
Freeview 
channel 277 
and free via 
Patient Line 
device at 
patient 
bedsides 
 

https://www.handingonourhistory.co.uk/


 
 
 

If you were a cast away on a 
desert island, what tracks would 
you chose? Listeners will be 
invited to contact the stations and 
share significant songs from their 
lives and the reasons behind them 
 

PRIDE RADIO - Call the Studio on 0191 695 0892 / 
Email studio@prideradio.co.uk / WhatsApp 0191 695 0892 

RADIO TYNESIDE - text the Studio on 07811 936 936 

 

 

‘Ask Me 
Anything – 
Coming out 
through the 
decades’ 
 
7th February 
12pm – 1.30pm 
Teams 

 

 
 
Join us for our latest Ask Me Anything session where you will 
hear from three colleagues and Phillipa Scrafton from Stonewall 
Scotland as they share their experiences of coming out over the 
years.  
 
Please take the opportunity to understand the hopes and fears 
of LGBTQ+ people when they decide to let people close to them 
know who they are – have experiences changed over time? 
 
You will be able to ask our panel members questions and chat 
about how we can better support one another  
 
Panellists are: 
Kris Park - Patient Experience Coordinator 
Helen Hutchinson – Staff Experience & Engagement Manager 
Phillipa Scrafton – Senior Programmes Officer – North East 
England, Stonewall Scotland 
Vince Barry-Stanners - Senior Supplies & Administrative Officer 
 

 
To book your 
place please 
email 
nuth.editeam
@nhs.net 
 

 

Evening Social 
- RVI 

MediCinema 
 
17th February 
5pm – 7.30pm 

 
Let’s get together! 

 
Friday night screening of Blue Jean (released 10th February 
2023) at the RVI MediCinema brought to you by MediCinema 
Charity, in association with Newcastle Hospitals Charity & 
UNISON 

 
To book your 
place please 
email 
nuth.editeam
@nhs.net 
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‘The year is 1988. The placer is Newcastle. Margaret Thatcher’s 
Conservative government is in the process of introducing the 
now-notorious Section 28, a clause of the Local Government Act 

which seeks to prohibit “the promotion of 
homosexuality”. The airwaves are full of 
braying Tory sanctimony and talk of 
“protecting the children”. For Jean, a closeted 
secondary school PE teacher in the North 
East of England who is just beginning to feel 
comfortable with her lesbian identity, the 
ramifications are seismic.’ 
 
Following the screening we are happy to 
present the Northern Proud Voices 

Community Choir who will round off the evening by with a short 
performance outside the Medi-Cinema 
 

 

• 5pm – meet and 
buffet 

• 5.30pm – film 
screening 

• 7.15pm-7.30pm 
– Northern Proud Voices Community Choir performance 

 
Spaces are limited by MediCinema capacity, so early booking is 
essential, and places will be allocated on a first come, first 
served basis 
 

 
 

 
Handing on Our 
History - 
Springbank 
Pavilion, Leazes 
Park 
 
21st February 
 
30-minute time 
slots throughout 
the day 
 

 
Your chance to be part of the 
‘Handing on Our History’ Project  
 
Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust staff members and 
volunteers are invited to meet artists 
Phyllis Christopher & Richard Bliss 
and have your stories recorded and 
portraits taken on Tuesday 21 

February at Springbank Pavilion, Leazes Park. 
 
This project aims to bring visibility to our LGBTQ+ communities 
but the portraits and stories gathered will also help form a future 
exhibition across our sites celebrating the NHS 75th 
Anniversary. 

  

 

To find out 
more or book 
your place 
please contact 
katie.hickman2
@nhs.net.  
 
 
 

mailto:katie.hickman2@nhs.net
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Places are limited, 
booking is essential 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘Gay in the 80s - 
Were the 80s a 
pivotal era in 
LGBT+ history? 
 
28th February 
12.30pm -1.30pm 
 
Teams 

 
As long as there have been people on the planet, there has 

been an LGBTQ+ community. However, 
the history, lifestyle and rights of this 
community hasn't always been easy - but 
it’s always been important. 
 
To conclude our month-long programme of 
events, we are joined by Colin Clews, 
author of the book and the blog 'Gay in the 
80s', who will talk about why he thinks the 
80s were such an important decade in 
LGBT+ history. Colin will cover a wide 
range of things including AIDS, Lesbians 

and Gays Support the Miners, the prosecution of Gay's the Word 
bookshop and Section 28 
 
  

 
To book your 
place please 
email 
nuth.editeam
@nhs.net 

 

 

 

Other Events In and Outside of Newcastle Hospitals 
 

 
Tyneside Cinema 

 
8th February, 8pm – screening of Blue Jean (see above) 
followed by an in-person Q&A with director Georgia Oakley, 
producer Helene Sifre and lead actors Rosy McEwan and Karrie 
Haye.  
 

 
Click link to 
book ticket 
Blue Jean - 
Tyneside 
Cinema 
 

Creative & 
Curious 
 
Throughout 
February 2023, 
every Wednesday 
2-4pm 
 
Springbank 
Pavilion, Leazes 
Park  
 
 
 

 
Curious Arts host Creative & Curious  
(Free, booking essential - please visit: Curious Arts hosts 
Creative & Curious Tickets, Multiple Dates | Eventbrite) 
 
Inspired by our natural surroundings, explore your creativity 
through weekly arts and crafts workshops guided by a local 
artist. Take a moment to be Curious, experience nature and 
express yourself through art. 
 

To find out 
more about 
Springbank 
Pavilion visit: 
 
Springbank 
Pavilion - 
Newcastle 
Hospitals 
Charity 
(newcastle-
hospitals.nhs.u
k) 

 

Twinkl resources https://www.twinkl.co.uk/event/lgbt-history-month-2023 
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